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Have you ever seen an animal 

fly at night?  It might have been 

a bat!  Bats and birds are the 

only animals that can fly, but 

they are not the same.  Bats do 

not have feathers or lay eggs like 

birds do.
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All bats have wings for flying.  

Bats have thin skin on their 

wings and very long fingers.  

They also have thumbs.  Many 

bats can use their thumbs to 

walk or climb.

fingers

thumb

wing
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Bats come in many colors. 

Some bats have brown fur.  

Others have black or gray fur. 

Bats come in many sizes.  

Some bats can be very large.  

Others are smaller than a penny!
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Most bats have big ears that 

help them hear very well.  Bats 

can hear sounds that people 

cannot.  This helps them to fly 

in the dark.
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Bats live all over the world.  

They make their homes in warm, 

dark spots.  Their homes are 

called roosts.  The bats sleep in 

the roost all day.  They come 

out at night to fly and eat.
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Many bats make their roosts 

in caves.  Other bats make 

roosts in rock piles or inside 

trees.  Some bats even live inside 

the walls of a house.  Bats do 

not like to live alone, so many 

bats may live in the same place.
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Most bats eat insects.  The 

bats come out at night to hunt.  

Some bats can catch 600 insects 

in one hour!  Bats help people 

by eating insects that bite.
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Some bats eat fruit.  They carry 

the seeds away when they fly.  

Then they drop the seeds in other 

places.  New plants grow in places 

where the bats drop the seeds.


15.281554
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The next time you see 

something fly in the night sky, 

look closely.  It might be a 

bird… or it just might be a bat!


11.624465
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Responding
TARGET SKILL  Compare and 

Contrast How are bats like birds?  

How are they different?  Make a 

diagram.

Text to Text Think of a different 

story about animals.  How are 

these animals like bats?  How 

are they different?

Talk About It


1.6979585


12.773836


13.296277
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bird

hear

fly

long

or

warm

TARGET SKILL  Compare and 
Contrast Tell how two things are 

alike or not.

TARGET STRATEGY  Monitor/Clarify 

Find ways to figure out what 

doesn’t make sense.

GENRE Informational Text gives 

facts about a topic.

 WORDS TO KNOW 
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